Lesson 1: Ceramic Tiles – Creating a Mosaic

By: Ashley M. Gleason

Subject Area: Visual Arts, Grade 6

Lesson: First lesson of unit

Time: Six 50-minute classes

1. Unit Title: Ceramics

2. Unit Goals:

A. Students will create ceramic tiles inspired by the Art Nouveau movement that will be displayed in a comprehensive class mosaic. (Productive)

B. Students will explore the elements of art and principles of design through the work of Louise Nevelson, Rubem Valentim, Jackson Pollock, and Wassily Kandinsky, and various movements of art through a PowerPoint presented by the teacher. (Historical)

C. Students will gain appreciation of ceramic art through embossing and carving techniques used in ceramic construction. (Aesthetic)
D. Students will build on their knowledge of the principles of design and elements of art through class critiques of the final products. (Critical)

3. Instructional Objectives:

A. Students will be shown a PowerPoint presentation explaining the definitions of unity and variety, the artwork of Louise Nevelson, Rubem Valentim. Jackson Pollock, Wassily Kandinsky, and the characteristics of Art Nouveau through the works of Aubrey Beardsley and Alphonse Mucha.
B. Each student will create a tile in the style of Art Nouveau using embossing and carving techniques demonstrated by the teacher.
C. Students will compose a class mosaic of the tiles created by each student. The students will observe that the class mosaic demonstrates the art principles of unity and variety.
4. Materials/Media:

· Paper – For sketches of tile designs.

· Pencils – To draw with.

· Clay – To create the individual tiles.

· Various ceramic tools – To allow the students to carve, emboss, slip and score, etc.

· Water/Slip – To keep clay wet, and use for embossing.

· Bucket/Small plastic containers – To keep water/slip in.

· Plastic – To cover unfinished tiles so they do not dry out.

· Boards – To put the tiles on until they reach the greenware stage.

· Kiln – To bisque and glaze fire the tiles.

· Underglazes/Glazes – To put finishing touches on bisqueware.

· MDF board – To glue finished tiles on to; compose the class mosaic.

· Strong adhesive – To glue the finished tiles into a mosaic.

· Grout – To fill in spaces between tiles.

· Sponge – To wipe excess grout off tiles.

5. Instructional Procedures:

A. Set:

Students will view a PowerPoint presentation that deals with the elements and principles of design (mainly unity and variety), some artwork by Louise Nevelson, Rubem Valentim, Jackson Pollock, and Wassily Kandinsky, and some works of art that represent Art Nouveau, such as Aubrey Beardsley and Alphonse Mucha. The students will be asked what kind of things the first set of works have in common with each other, and the teacher will discuss unity and variety to the students. A slide show of Art Nouveau images will be shown to the students to give them some ideas.

B. Key Questions:

1. How many of you are familiar with the elements and principles of design?

2. Can anyone name any of them?

3. For Nevelson’s, Valentim’s, Pollock’s, and Kandinsky’s works – What kind of shapes do you see? Do you feel the whole composition works as a whole? Why or why not?

4. What do all of these pieces have in common?

5. Is anyone familiar with the movement of art called Art Nouveau?

6. Can anyone tell me what the word “Nouveau” means?

7. Do you notice similarities in these works of art that relate to Art Nouveau?

8. Who here has worked with clay before?

9. Do you know what carving is? What about embossing?

10. Are there any other questions you may have?
C. Classroom Strategies:


Day One – Introduction to Lesson



Teacher:



1. Displays PowerPoint to students.

2. “How many of you are familiar with the elements and principles of design?”

3. “What kind of shapes do you see? Do you feel the whole composition works together? Why or why not?”

4. “What do all of these pieces have in common?”

5. “How many of you are familiar with the movement called Art Nouveau?”

6. “Can anyone tell me what the word ‘Nouveau’ means?”

7. Explains the word ‘Nouveau.’

8. “Do you notice some similarities in these works of art that relate to Art Nouveau?”

9. Gives each student a pencil and four sheets of paper cut in a square measuring 5 ½ x 5 ½.

10. Explains that they will sketch out four different ideas that are similar to the Art Nouveau style on their papers, and will then pick out the best one for their tile.

11. Tells students to clean up and dismiss them from class.

Students:

1. View PowerPoint presentation

2. Answer teacher’s questions during the discussion.

3. Sketches out four different ideas on the pieces of paper and picks out the best one.

4. Cleans up any mess at the end of class and is dismissed.


Days Two & Three – Working Day



Teacher:

1. “Okay, anyone who did not finish their sketches for their tile needs to do so today.”

2. Takes final sketches and arranges them on the MDF board to make sure they will all fit.

3. “Alright, I need everyone to look up here for a minute and I’m going to show you what you’ll be doing.”

4. “Each person is going to get a clay tile that is the same size as the sheet of paper you all sketched your ideas on.”

5. “You will lightly draw your design from your sheet of paper onto your tile.”

6. “You will then either carve into your tile, or emboss your tile. However, I would prefer if you tried both.”

7. “Does anyone know what carving is?”

8. “This is a subtractive process, meaning that you’re taking clay away from the tile.”

9. “Does anyone know what embossing is?”

10. “It is an additive process, meaning that you’re adding clay to the tile.”

11. “Here are some examples that I did where I carved and embossed.”

12. Shows examples to students.

13. “Does anyone have any questions before you get started?”

14. “If you need help I’ll be walking around to see how everyone is doing, so feel free to ask me any questions.”

15. Instruct students to clean up and return tools and clay to the proper places before leaving the classroom.

Students:

1. Those who need to will finish sketches.

2. Listens to teacher about project and what to do with the tiles.

3. Looks at teacher’s examples.

4. Asks any questions and works for the remainder of the class.

Days Four & Five – Working Day


Teacher:

1. Instructs that students will continue working on their tiles, and should have them completed by the end of the fifth class and on the drying rack.

Student:

1. Works on tiles for the whole class period

Day Six – Glazing Day


Teacher:

1. “Everyone’s tiles came out of the kiln okay, so guess what that means?”

2. “Today you’re going to glaze your tiles.”

3. “You’re going to get six different glazes to use, and you need to rinse your brush out if you switch colors. We don’t want the glazes getting contaminated.”

4. “Also make sure you cover your whole tile unless you want to leave a part of the tile the color of the clay. I’ll leave that up to you.”

5. “Alright everyone get to work, you have until the end of class today to get finished.”

Students:

1. Listens to teacher instructions for glazing tiles.

2. Asks any questions, if any.

3. Completes glazing tiles by the end of class for a glaze firing.

D. Practice and Review:

1. The students will review the style of Art Nouveau by being shown a slide show on the second day of the lesson. This will help anyone who still needs some ideas for their sketches on their tiles.

2. Students will practice and review carving and embossing techniques through a lesson on pinch pots later in the semester.  

E. Learner Involvement:

1. Students will answer and ask questions during discussion.

2. Students will assist with distribution of tools, brushes, and glazes.

3. Students will be expected to include finished tile within the class mosaic.

F. Learning Environment:

1. The teacher will prepare supplies and inspirations, previous to students’ arrival to class.

2. The teacher will display appropriate visuals of works exhibiting the principles of unity and variety, and those works of Art Nouveau

G. Closure:

1. The teacher will praise all students for their hard work.

2. Work will be displayed in the classroom or other designated area.

H. Alternative/Supplemental Activities:

1. If a student completes the Art Nouveau tile assignment early then he/she will be given the opportunity to create a second tile that may be taken home.

2. Students with special needs will also do the project, but will be assisted by either the teacher or another student who is finished with his/her tile(s).

6. Evaluation:

A. Informal:

1. The teacher will observe the effort and participation of the students and their level of understanding of the assignment.  

2. The teacher will ask the students what they have learned and how they feel the work they are doing relates to the work of Art Nouveau.
B. Formal:

1. The teacher will use a rubric to grade success of work.

7. Re-teaching:

A. Teacher will mention the works of Nelvelson, Valentim, Pollock, Kandinsky, Beardsley, and Mucha when speaking of unity and variety, and Art Nouveau and remind them of the tiles for the class mosaic.

B. Teacher will ask students when appropriate if they remember the principles of design: unity and variety, and the tiles they created for the class mosaic.
