Lesson 1: Pinch Pots

By Ashley Gleason

Subject Area: Visual Arts, Advanced Art, Grades 10 -12

Lesson: First lesson of unit

Time: One 90-minute class

1. Unit Title: Functional & Non-functional Ceramics

2. Unit Goals

A. Students will gain an appreciation of ceramic art through handbuilding and/or throwing techniques. (Aesthetics)

B. Students will have a better understanding of ceramic art history through research and/or observation of the works of various ceramic artists and cultures. (Historical)

C. Students will create functional and non-functional ceramic art using handbuilding and/or throwing techniques. (Production)

D. Students will build on their previous knowledge about the Principles of Design and Elements of Art, such as: Form, Texture, Color, Space, Balance, Rhythm/Movement, Unity, Variety/Contrast, and Emphasis through decoration and composition of ceramic pieces. (Aesthetic)

E. Students will enhance their visual art vocabulary by participating in small group and/or whole class critiques. (Criticism)

3. Instructional Objectives:

A. Advanced Art students will gain an understanding of basic ceramic techniques through viewing a PowerPoint presentation, listening to teacher instruction, and observing a pinch pot demonstration.

B. Advanced Art students will explore a culture listed on the handout, and sketch out ideas for decoration.

C. Advanced Art students will create a functional pinch pot by modeling techniques used in the teacher demonstration.

D. Advanced Art students will demonstrate their knowledge of the elements and principles through discussion of the various decorating techniques he/she used.

4. Materials/Media:

· Canvas/Cloth – To cover tables so clay does not stick to table while students are working

· Wooden boards – For students to easily transport their work to and from their workspace and the storage shelves

· Water containers – To add water to clay as needed

· Sponges – For wetting ceramic pieces

· Various shaping and cutting tools – For carving, embossing, trimming, cutting

· Wire tools – To cut off chunks of clay from packaged clay

· Erasers – For making stamps/texturing tools

· X-Acto blades – To cut out the shapes on the erasers for texturing tools

· Old bed sheets/Cloth – To cover student work, allowing it to dry slowly after they finish building the piece

· PowerPoint – To show visual examples of ceramic pinch pots

· Paper & Pencils – To sketch out decorating ideas

· Computer/Screen/Projector - To use PowerPoint
· Kiln – To bisque and glaze fire ceramic pieces

· Underglazes/Glazes/Overglazes – To decorate ceramic pieces
· Textbook – Claywork: Form and Idea in Ceramic Design
5. Instructional Procedures:

A. Set:

Students will view the Ceramics PowerPoint section dealing with some of the history of ceramics and cultures that use ceramics, and shows a variety of pinch pots from ceramic artists and cultures. Students will read chapter two from the textbook and then given an information sheet to research a culture of interest. The teacher will then demonstrate how to make a pinch pot and various ways to add texture to the pinch pot. 

B. Key Questions:

1. Who can tell me what a pinch pot is?

2. Have you ever used or seen a pinch pot?

3. What can a pinch pot be utilized for?

4. Has anyone ever made a pinch pot?

5. Can anyone name some cultures that used pinch pots long ago?

6. Do you think any of these cultures still use and make pinch pots?

7. Do you like making functional ceramics this way? Why or why not?

8. What have you learned from this pinch pot assignment?

C. Classroom Strategies:


Day One – Introduction to Lesson



Teacher:

1. Shows and discusses a section of PowerPoint presentation.

2. “Who can tell me what a pinch pot is?”

3. “Have you ever used or seen a pinch pot?”

4. “Well that’s what we’re going to be making today.”

5. “First, I want everyone to get one of the Claywork books from the shelf and read chapter two. When you’re finished reading I’m going to give everyone this handout that has various cultures and websites listed as resources. I want you to research a culture on this list and come up with your own decoration for your pinch pot that resembles the culture you researched.”

6. “Has anyone ever made a pinch pot?”
7. Goes to table where demo will take place.
8. “I need everyone to come over to the table to watch a demo on making pinch pots.”
9. Demonstrates making a pinch pot, adding feet to the pinch pot, and adding texture.
10. “Now does anyone have any questions?”
11. “Everyone get about two pounds of clay and take it back to your seat and begin working on your pinch pots.”
12.  “If you have any questions you can ask your neighbor or myself. Now let’s get to work because this is the only day you get to construct your pinch pots.”
13.  “Class everyone needs to be putting the final touches on their pinch pots and place them on the drying racks. Make sure you clean up your area before you leave.”

14.  “Tomorrow we will be sketching ideas for the next assignment and I’ll explain that tomorrow.”

15. “Once these pinch pots are dried and bisque fired you will be able to glaze them. This is when you will apply your decoration of your sketch to your pinch pot. I will discuss that part with you after the pinch pots are fired. Have a great day!”

Students:

1. Answer questions during discussion and ask questions if they have any.

2. Read chapter two from the textbook.

3. Research a culture from the handout and make a sketch of their decoration for their pinch pot.

4. Get supplies to construct pinch pot.

5. Watch teacher demo on making pinch pots.

6. Work and finish construction on pinch pots for the remainder of the class period.

7. Clean up before leaving the classroom.

D. Practice and Review:

1. The students will get to practice the skills learned from the pinch pots in their handbuilding assignment.

2. After pinch pots are bisque fired, students will be reminded of their pots and will refer to their sketches for their pinch pot decoration.  

E. Learner Involvement:

1. Students will answer and ask questions during discussion.

2. Students will read the text in chapter two.

3. Students will be assigned roles in supply distribution and clean up.

4. Students will be expected to share finished work with class and assist others who may be struggling with the project.

F. Learning Environment:

1. The teacher will prepare supplies previous to students’ arrival to class.

2. The teacher will provide appropriate visuals of pinch pots and decorations from various cultures.

G. Closure:

1. The teacher will praise all students for their hard work.

2. Students will be asked to share work with classmates and describe what elements and principles are used.  

3. Work will be displayed in the classroom or other designated area.

H. Alternative/Supplemental Activities:

1. If a student is not able to participate in the pinch pot lesson or cannot make it up, that student may complete a two-page paper either on the history of ceramics or a one-page paper discussing the artwork of a culture on the handout.

2. Students wishing to complete another pinch pot may do so, but the teacher must approve it.

6. Evaluation:

A. Informal:

1. The teacher will observe the effort of the student and their level of understanding of the assignment.  

2. The teacher will ask students as they assist and observe what they have learned and how they feel the work they are doing relates to the work of their choice culture.

3. Students will be observed in their use of key terms.
B. Formal:

1. The teacher will use a rubric, attached to the lesson, to grade success of work.

2. Students will be graded on their successes in discussing the work to the class through correct terminology.
7. Re-teaching:

A. Teacher will mention the pinch pot assignment and decoration of student’s work throughout the ceramics unit, and when applicable to other lessons during the semester.
