Unit Plan: Functional & Non-functional Ceramics

By: Ashley Gleason

Visual Arts: Advanced Placement & Advanced Art (Grades 10 – 12)
1.   Unit Goals

A. Students will gain an appreciation of ceramic art through handbuilding and/or throwing techniques. (Aesthetics)

B. Students will have a better understanding of ceramic art history through research and/or observation of the works of various ceramic artists and cultures. (Historical)

C. Students will create functional and non-functional ceramic art using handbuilding and/or throwing techniques. (Production)

D. Students will build on their previous knowledge about the Principles of Design and Elements of Art, such as: Form, Texture, Color, Space, Balance, Rhythm/Movement, Unity, Variety/Contrast, and Emphasis through decoration and composition of ceramic pieces. (Aesthetic)

E. Students will enhance their visual art vocabulary by participating in small group and/or whole class critiques. (Criticism)

2. State and National Standards: Visual Arts: 9th – 12th Grade


Content Standard 1.0: Media, Techniques, and Processes

Students will understand and apply media, techniques, and processes.

The student will:

1.1 Demonstrate the use of knowledge and technical skills in at least one specific medium.

1.2 Produce visual art that exhibits a communication of ideas through the use of media, tools, techniques, and processes.

1.3 Analyze, synthesize and evaluate the application of media, techniques and processes used to solve visual art problems.

Content Standard 2.0: Structures and Functions

Students will use knowledge of both structures and functions.

The student will:

2.1 Demonstrate an understanding of art elements and design principles.

2.2 Analyze and critique organizational components and expressive qualities of artworks.

2.3 Evaluate the function of artworks as to utilitarian or intrinsic purposes.
2.4 Apply problem-solving skills to create solutions to specific visual art tasks.

Content Standard 3.0: Evaluation

Students will choose and evaluate a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas.

The student will:

   
3.4 Research and create a series of related works in a particular subject matter.


Content Standard 4.0: Historical and Cultural Relationships

Students will understand the visual arts in relation to history and cultures.

The student will:

4.2 Interpret the function and explore the meaning of specific art objects within varied cultures.

Content Standard 5.0: Reflection and Assessment

Students will reflect upon and assess the characteristics and merits of their work and the work of others.

The student will:

5.2 Reflect on and evaluate artworks in order to understand various interpretations.

Content Standard 6.0: Interdisciplinary Connections

Students will make connections between visual arts and other disciplines.

The student will:

6.1 Examine the materials, technologies, processes, and terminology used in the visual and performing arts.

6.2 Integrate ideas, issues, and themes in the visual arts with other subject areas.

3. Student Characteristics

Students are in Advanced Art and encompass grades 10 through 12. The lesson plans will encompass students of all ability levels and diversities. Students are expected to have prior knowledge of the Elements and Principles, and a basic understanding of various painting and drawing techniques that may be applied to the decoration of ceramic pieces.

4. Unit Introductory Procedures

The teacher will introduce functional and non-functional ceramic art using images of Peter Volkous, Paul Soldner, Linda Arbuckle, Frank Martin, Sam Chung, Beth Cavner Stitcher, Ellen Shankin, Sandi Perantozzi, Neil Patterson, Peter Beasecker, Richard Notkin, Linda Casbon, Lisa Orr, Walter Ostrom, Liz Quackenbush, Sandy Blain, Josh Deweese, Chris Staley, and Kate Malone as examples. The teacher will demonstrate throwing, as well as handbuilding methods, such as coiling, slab building, and pinching, to students so they may use those methods in construction of their functional and non-functional wares. The teacher will also show various decoration techniques for glazing, addition of textures, embossing, and carving. Students will apply the demonstrated techniques to their ceramic pieces.

5. Materials and Media for the Unit

A. Throwing wheels – For the throwing method of making pieces

B. Canvas/Cloth – To cover tables so clay does not stick to table while students are working

C. Wooden boards – For students to easily transport their work to and from their workspace and the storage shelves

D. Water containers – To contain water used for throwing, or slip used for handbuilding

E. Sponges – For wetting ceramic pieces

F. Various shaping and cutting tools – For carving, embossing, trimming, cutting

G. Wire tools – To remove pieces from wheel head or bats, and to cut off chunks of clay from packaged clay

H. Erasers – For making stamps/texturing tools

I. X-Acto blades – To cut out the shapes on the erasers for texturing tools

J. Spray bottles – To keep sculptural/handbuilt pieces moist while students work on their pieces

K. Plastic drop cloth – To cover ceramic pieces so they do not dry out while students continue to work

L. Old bed sheets/Cloth – To cover student work, allowing it to dry slowly after they finish building the piece

M. PowerPoint – To show visuals of the ceramic artists works’ listed above

N. Paper & Pencils – To sketch out compositional and decoration ideas

O. Computer/Screen/Projector - To use PowerPoint
P. Kiln – To bisque and glaze fire ceramic pieces

Q. Underglazes/Glazes/Overglazes – To decorate ceramic pieces

R. Textbook – TBA (?)

6. Assessment and Evaluation of Learner Understanding

A. Students will create finished ceramic pieces and will be able to explain their reasoning behind the piece.  Success will be determined by the use of the rubric scoring system attached to the lesson. (Will occur at the end of each lesson)

B. Students will be graded based on effort, end product, and participation in critiques. Students are expected to work to the best of their ability. (Will occur at the end of each lesson)

C. Students will present their information on their selected artists. Other students will be required to take notes and will be given a short quiz on each artist or culture at the conclusion of the presentations. (Assessed throughout artists/cultural presentations toward the end of the unit)

7. Related Assessment to the Outcome Stated in the Goals

A. Students should be able to identify key facts about selected artists or cultures and display enhanced knowledge of the Elements and Principles.

B. Students should be able to take the ideas presented in the PowerPoint and apply it to their own artwork. They should also be able to explain their reasons for their compositional choices and how it relates to the Elements and Principles.

Ceramics Unit Vocabulary List
1. Centering – A process used in wheel throwing to evenly keep a ball of clay in the middle of the wheel head
2. Coiling – A process used in handbuilding where strips of clay are rolled out and attached on top of each other to form a ceramic piece
3. Handbuilding – A building technique used in ceramics to construct functional and non-functional forms
4. Pinch pot – A handbuilding technique that incorporates using a ball of clay to form a pot
5. Slab construction – A process used in handbuilding where flat slabs of clay are rolled out and used in construction of ceramic piece; soft slab or hard slab
6. Slip and Score – Slip is sloppy clay that is used to connect joining areas of clay together; Score means to rough up the clay surface that the slip will be applied to, this aids in better joining of clay pieces
7. Wedging – A process of kneading clay to compress particles and exhume air bubbles from the clay
8. Wheel throwing – A technique that incorporates the wheel as a tool, used in ceramics to construct functional and non-functional forms
