Lesson1: Alteration of a Self-Portrait

By: Ashley Gleason

Subject Area: Visual Arts and Technology, Grades 10 -12

Lesson: First lesson of unit

Time: Seven 90-minute classes

1. Unit Title: Manipulation of Visual Imagery: Photoshop Tools & Techniques

2. Unit Goals:

A. Students will create abstracted images using Photoshop 7.0 tools and techniques. (Productive)

B. Students will explore the work of Jim Campbell, Andrew Wallerstein, Brian D. McMillan, and Lynn Stowe through a PowerPoint presented by the teacher. (Historical)

C. Students will gain appreciation for the work of Jim Campbell, Andrew Wallerstein, Brian D. McMillan, and Lynn Stowe through manipulations of figurative images and images of the students’ choosing. (Aesthetic)

D. Students will be able to distinguish and discuss art that is created with Photoshop techniques. (Critical)

E. Students will build on their knowledge of the principles of design and elements of art through class critiques of the final products. (Critical)

3. Instructional Objectives:

A. AP and Advanced Art students will view a brief PowerPoint presentation that gives an overview of digital media used as art and includes the works of Jim Campbell, Andrew Wallerstein, Brian D. McMillan, and Lynn Stowe.

B. AP and Advanced Art students will gain an understanding of basic Photoshop techniques through teacher instruction and tutorial, and website tutorials found on www.shanzcan.com.

C. AP and Advanced Art students will alter a picture of themselves using various Photoshop techniques and additional images of their choosing to make their self-portrait abstracted.

D. AP and Advanced Art students will discuss the various Photoshop techniques he/she used with the rest of the class.

4. Materials/Media:

· Computers – To use Photoshop

· Projector – To go through the tutorial with the students

· Photoshop – To manipulate images

· Printer – To print out manipulated images

· Scanner or Digital Camera – To scan in pictures or take pictures

· Internet or Magazines – To get other images used in self-portrait

· 8 ½”x11” Paper – Manipulated images are printed on to

· Zip disk or Jump Drive – For saving students’ images and projects

5. Instructional Procedures:

A. Set:

Students will be presented with a PowerPoint that gives an overview of digital media used as art, and the works of Jim Campbell, Andrew Wallerstein, Brian D. McMillan, and Lynn Stowe. There will be a discussion on the kinds of programs used to produce the artwork shown and why or why not the students liked the work. The teacher will have the students sit at their own computer and will take them through the “Manipulate Marilyn” tutorial handout. The teacher will demonstrate the steps of the tutorial from the teacher’s computer that has a projector connected to it. This way the students can see what the teacher is doing if they have trouble with the handout.

B. Key Questions:

1. Can anyone tell me where you might have seen digital media used in art, or other visuals that you see in everyday life?

2. Is anyone familiar with the works of Jim Campbell, Andrew Wallerstein, Brian D. McMillan, or Lynn Stowe?

3. How many of you are familiar with Photoshop, or have worked with the program?

4. For those of you who have worked with Photoshop, what did you use it for?

5. Did you enjoy working with it?

6. What do think about the work of these artists? Do they appeal to you? Why or why not?

7. Can anyone tell me the names of some other programs used in digital media?

8. Is anyone having trouble or not understand what I just did?

9. For those of you who had never worked with Photoshop, did you enjoy working with the program? Why or why not?

10. For those of you who had worked with the program, do you feel more comfortable using some of the tools and techniques taught in the tutorial? Why or why not?

11. How beneficial was the tutorial?

12. What have you learned from this altered self-portrait project?

13. Explain some of the tools and techniques you used to create your altered self-portrait?

14. What are some advantages/disadvantages of working with digital media?

C. Classroom Strategies:


Day One – Introduction to Lesson



Teacher:



1. Displays and discusses PowerPoint with students.



2. Answers any questions students may have concerning the PowerPoint.

3. Goes through the “Manipulate Marilyn” tutorial step by step with the students and helps them with any problems.

Students:

1. Answer questions during discussion and ask questions if they have any.

2. Follow along with the teacher through the “Manipulate Marilyn” tutorial.

3. Assist any peers who may be having difficulty.

4. Save their work to their folder on their computer and are ready to finish the tutorial on day two.

Day Two – Tutorial Conclusion and Working Day



Teacher:

1.  Ask students to return to their same computer from day one.

2.  Tell students to open their Marilyn files from the day before and then tell them that the tutorial will be completed today.

3.  Says, “Once everyone is finished with the tutorial we will take pictures of yourselves so you can put them on the computer.”

4.  “After your photo has been taken upload it on the computer you’re working on, and begin altering your photo using the tools and techniques learned in the tutorial.”

5.  “Save your work and you’ll work again tomorrow.”

Students:

1.  Return to their computers from the previous day and open their Marilyn picture.

2.  Finish tutorial following along with teacher and by reading the handout.

3.  Help take pictures of their classmates, as well as have their picture taken.

4.  Begin working on altered self-portrait. (Time permitting)

Days Three, Four, Five, and Six – Working Days


Teacher:

1. “I want everyone to take their seats and begin working on their images. Remember you want neither your peers, nor me, to recognize your face. If you have any questions, ask a neighbor or come to me.”

2. “Remember that you need to use at least 2 images in your self-portrait.”

3. Walk around and assist students with any problems or questions they may have about Photoshop or their projects.

4. Instruct the students to close Photoshop on their computers and prepare to be dismissed from class.

5. Make students aware that they should be almost finished with their self-portrait, and tomorrow there will be a short critique (Day Six only)

Students:

1. Begin or continue working on manipulation of self-portraits.

2. Any questions will be directed towards other peers or teacher.

3. Work on projects for the duration of the class period.

4. Save projects to working computer and close Photoshop each day before leaving the classroom.

5. Self-portrait should be completed or almost completed by day seven.

Day Seven – Working/Printing and Critique Day


Teacher:

1. Instructs that students will have about 30 minutes to finish their self-portrait. At which time they must save all work and print out their image.

2. “For those students who are finished with their images, I would like you to print them out so we can discuss them with the rest of the class.”

3. “Alright I need everyone to come and sit in a circle and we’re going to have a short critique.”

4. “I want everyone to explain to the class what kinds of techniques and/or tools from Photoshop that you used, why you chose the colors you chose, and how your altered self-portrait reflects your personality.”

Students:

1. Those who need to will finish their self-portrait in the allotted 30 minutes. Those who are finished will go ahead and print their images out and prepare them for critique.

2. Working students will finish and print their self-portrait for the critique.

3. Present self-portraits to class for critique and explain the objectives set by the teacher for the critique.

4. Get ready to be dismissed from class by putting away self-portraits in the designated portfolios. 

D. Practice and Review:

1. The students will continue to review and practice Photoshop tools and techniques throughout the unit via other tutorials given out in the form of a handout; or those found on the website www.shanzcan.com.

2. Students will collaborate on a poster project for a mock art exhibit at Austin-East taking place at the end of the semester. Students will have to use Photoshop to design and layout the poster material.  

E. Learner Involvement:

1. Students will answer and ask questions during discussion.

2. Students will assist peers with any questions about tools or techniques used in Photoshop.

3. Students will be expected to share finished work with class.

F. Learning Environment:

1. The teacher will prepare supplies and inspirations, previous to students’ arrival to class.

2. The teacher will display appropriate visuals of reproductions of the works of Jim Campbell, Andrew Wallerstein, Brian D. McMillan, and Lynn Stowe.

G. Closure:

1. The teacher will praise all students for their hard work.

2. Students will be asked to share work with classmates and describe what Photoshop techniques are used.  

3. Work will be displayed in the classroom or other designated area.

H. Alternative/Supplemental Activities:

1. If a student completes the self-portrait assignment early then he/she will be given the “From Black and White to Color” and “Mama says, ‘Use a Channel Mask’” tutorials.

2. Students with special needs will be asked to alter a print out of their face by using facial images from magazines. These various facial images will be collaged onto their self-portrait to create an altered self-portrait.

6. Evaluation:

A. Informal:

1. The teacher will observe the effort and participation of the students and their level of understanding of the assignment.  

2. The teacher will ask the students what they have learned and how they feel the work they are doing relates to the work of Jim Campbell, Andrew Wallerstein, Brian D. McMillan, and Lynn Stowe.
3. Students will be observed in their use of terminology during critiques.
B. Formal:

1. The teacher will use a rubric to grade success of work.

2. Students will be given a quiz over the items in the “Manipulate Marilyn” tutorial handout.

3. Students will be graded on their successes in discussing their work to the class through correct terminology.
7. Re-teaching:

A. Teacher will mention the works of Jim Campbell, Andrew Wallerstein, Brian D. McMillan, and Lynn Stowe when speaking of Photoshop techniques and remind them of the “Manipulate Marilyn” tutorial, and the altered self-portrait.

B. Teacher will ask students when appropriate if they remember the artists Jim Campbell, Andrew Wallerstein, Brian D. McMillan, and Lynn Stowe and the work they created.
